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people of fa'y were the emigrants who defended the Mos-
lem territory and its sacred places, and who fought the
enemy. Formerly the name of nmhafir (emigrant) used
to apply only to those who had left their homes to go to
Medina in the quest of Islam, but after the conquest of
Mecca this distinction disappeared, and the name came to
designate the people of fa'y in opposition to the people of
sadaqah who were called afrabi (Bedouin).1

There is a hadlth to the effect that Moslem Bedouins
(a-rob al-wiusliwvln) have no share in the fa'y and the spoils
unless they fight together with the Moslems. Therefore
the Bedouin who has not fought with the Moslems and is
not poor, or is engaged in trade or some other work, has no
share in the spoils and the fa'y until he falls in need; in
that case he receives a share with the needy (ahl al-hajah)^

According to al-Shafi'i,2 the Prophet used to instruct his
armies to tell the persons who became Moslems: " If you
migrate, then you shall have what the Emigrants have, but
if you remain in your homes, you are like the Bedouins ".

According to al-Mawardi,3 if the imam desires to give

was abrogated by the hadith: " There is no migration after the con-
quest, but only holy war and sincere intention (niyyah)" Again the
Prophet said: "The emigrant is the person who shuns (hajara) the
evil and shuns what God forbade." According to Ibn al-Athir (under
the word hajara) there were two kinds of migration. The first migra-
tion or hijrah for which God promised Paradise was the migration to
Abyssinia and to Medina. After the conquest of Mecca, the second
hijrah (migration) came to supplant the former. This second hijrah
consisted in the Arabs of the desert (a'rdbi) leaving the desert and
joining the Moslem campaigns. This second hijrah, however, did not
equal in meritoriousness the former. If, without an excuse for so
doing, a person returned to his home after migrating, he was consid-
ered an apostate. The word muhdjir (emigrant) came to be used as
the opposite of Bedouin (aerdbi) (Ibn al-Athir under 'aruba).

1 Mawardi, p. 220.

2 Yahya, p. 5; cf. Muzani, vol. iii, p. 242.
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